New journal aims to empower sport

management industry, practitioners

by Gina K. Logue
TSU’s Sport Management Program will

M be the point of origin of a new scholarly
journal that will provide cutting-edge

research on issues affecting the sport industry.

A call for papers will be issued soon to scholars
around the world requesting submissions for the
Journal of Sport Administration & Supervision. The
publication is the brainchild of Dr. Colby
Jubenville, associate professor of health and human

performance and coordinator of
that department’s graduate pro-
gram.

“We are soliciting some of the
top academics and practicing pro-
fessionals in the sport industry to
let them know that we want to
provide a platform from which
information can be produced and
consumed and that we want
them to be part of this process,”

Jubenville says.

In a twist on conventional academic publica-
tions, Jubenville says that, in addition to academi-
cians, sport practitioners will be allowed to review
scholars’ works, examine their research and assess
whether it is useful to them.

“One of the things that we must provide is a
foundation of theory, but we also need to be a con-
duit to channel that theory into meaningful applica-
tion because that is a glaring void in modern sport
industry,” Jubenville says.

Dr. Benjamin Goss of Missouri State University,
another founder of the journal who serves as its
editor-in-chief, says that such a void exists because
of a basic misunderstanding or fear of research in
the sport industry.

“Until recently, many sport-related and sport
management college program curricula have not
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had any basic research courses or even any
business-based research/statistics courses,”
Goss says. “So research can rightfully be
seen as very intimidating by the average
practitioner.”

Goss asserts that the journal will seek
actively to package research in ways that
will make it accessible and user-friendly to
league and team administrators, coaches
and managers.

“We will be very aggressive with
efforts to publicize the essential findings
of the research in palatable ways that the
media can understand and utilize,” Goss
says. “If practitioners on our review
board give their stamps of approval to
pieces of research, we feel confident that
other practitioners across sport can
understand it, particularly at the upper
administrative levels, because almost
all of those sport managers are ultra-
savvy business people who work with
information constantly in making
decisions.”

Possible issues to be tackled by
writers for the journal include the influence of drug
cultures on sport; parental involvement with youth
sports; the impact of globalization and internation-
alization of sport; images, role models and sports-
manship; the impact of marketing practices (spon-
sorships, branding, advertising, etc.) on sport; and
influences of television on decision-making on high
school/college athletics.

“The future and the face of sport is ultimately
what we’re going to address here,” Jubenville says.

The journal’s layout and design were created
largely by MTSU doctoral student Mike Martinez.
A former sports information specialist for The
University of Southern Mississippi and sports-
writer, Martinez brings his graphic arts, journalism
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and public-relations skills to the project.

“For me, this is a good fit because I'm kind of
both sides of the coin,” Martinez says. “My percep-
tion of education is not only to teach people to
think critically but be productive in what they
choose to do.”

Artwork for the journal will be provided by
Douglas C. Hess of Madison, Ala. Hess, whose
imagery has been compared to that of Norman
Rockwell, has captured numerous sports moments,
such as Bear Bryant’s final victory as head football
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Dr. Janet Belsky (psychology)
discussed end-of-life goal-setting
issues stemming from the movie “The
Bucket List” on “In Your Prime,” a
program airing on NewsChannel5
Plus. Repeat airings of the show are
set for 1 p.m. Feb. 15, noon Feb. 16,
6:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Feb. 17, and 1:30
p-m. Feb. 20.

Dr. William Ford (Weatherford
Chair of Finance) was interviewed on
the risk of recession Jan. 28 on “On
the Economy,” a program that airs

weekdays from 1 to 2 p.m. Central on
Bloomberg News TV.

Drs. Linda Gilbert (educational
leadership) and Tara Joyce (Center
for Dyslexia) have been honored for
their work with the local literacy ini-
tiative Read To Succeed. Gilbert
received the organization’s Karen
Claud Read To Succeed Literacy
Award, while Joyce was honored as
the Adult Literacy Program Volunteer
of the Year.

Dr. Pat Patterson (chemistry)
attended the TN-STEM Collaboration
Conference Dec. 17-18 at Tennessee
Tech University in Cookeville.

Dr. Diane Miller (academic
affairs, McNair Scholars, math) has
received funding from the National
Science Foundation for an interna-
tional workshop on math and science
education at MTSU June 22-27. The
workshop will be co-hosted by
Northwest Normal University in
Lanzhou, PR. About 125 researchers
from the United States and China will
join the invitation-only event.

Dr. Mark Anshel (health and
human performance) was inter-
viewed by Vicky Hallett of The
Washington Post about physical fitness
for an article published Feb. 5.

Dr. Hugh Berryman (sociology
and anthropology) and his forensic
anthropology team have been singled
out for recognition and thanks from
the Rutherford County Sheriff’s
Department for their contributions to
a Jan. 4 crime-scene investigation.
The team, praised as “meticulous in
their work,” helped detectives recov-
er human remains and other evidence
from a site near the Stones River
National Battlefield.

Drs. Kim Cleary Sadler and
Cindi Smith-Walters (Center for
Environmental Education) co-present-
ed “Oh Me! Oh My! Mitosis and
Meiosis!” at the National Science
Teachers Association Professional
Development Conference Dec. 3 in
Birmingham. Sadler, who also serves
as four-year section chair of faculty
development for the National
Association for Biology Teachers,
coordinated a one-day symposium at
the NABT conference Nov. 29-Dec. 1
in Atlanta, where she co-presented
“Pedagogy in Practice: the Long and
Winding Road to Tenure.”

Dr. Edd Applegate (journalism)
has contributed his revised chapter,
“Advertising Comes of Age, 1833-
1900,” to The Age of Mass Communi-
cation, Second Edition, published by
Vision Press.

Dr. Tom Brinthaupt (psychology)
has six entries included in the nine-
volume International Encyclopedia of
the Social Sciences (2nd Ed.), published
by Macmillan Reference USA (2008).
His contributions included entries on
identity, “type A/type B personality,”
natural selection, self-disclosure, self-
monitoring and “Rotter’s Internal /
External Locus of Control Scale.”




